
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    YFC Office 
    The Slater Centre 
    Buckner Croke Way 
    New Greenham Park 
    Newbury, Berks 
    RG19 6HN 
 
    Tel: 01635 500 872 
            07748 204287 

    
berksyfc@btopenworld.com 

News & You July 2009 

About us 
Berkshire young Farmers is an exciting youth organisation, where you can meet new 
people, learn new skills and take part in interesting and fun educational activities in a safe 
environment. 
You do not have to be a farmer or involved in agriculture to join all you need is the 
enthusiasm to try something new.  
To find out where your nearest club meets or for more information please check out our 

website www.berksyfc.org.uk or call our Development officer, Ronnie on 07748 204287 

 

Calling all 
Sporting YFC members aged 18 yrs and over. 

 Anyone interested in playing ladies hockey or men's 
Rugby for the County on Sunday 20th Sept should 
contact Gordon 07939 504145 (Yes, this is same weekend as 

Royal County Show).  

 
Dairy Stockjudgers  

Anyone interested in Stockjudging at the International 
Dairy event (23/ 24 Sept) should contact Gordon as 
soon as possible. This is open to anyone in the County 
who wants to have a go. 
 

 

Club Workshops 
Sunday 13th September 2009, 1pm  

Mile House Farm 

 
For members who wish to take a more active role in 
running their clubs.  
You will get the chance to network with likeminded 
members, find out how you can enhance your YFC 
experience and gain useful advice on anything YFC. 
Workshops are open to all members and leaders 
 
To attend all you need to do is drop the office a line to 
say you are coming.   

 

 

Photo: Congratulations to Bradfield YFC  
For an enjoyable Barn Dance 

Vinvolved 
 
Vinvolved is the national volunteering scheme for 
young people aged 16-25. The scheme involves 
logging the hours you spend volunteering at young 
farmers, these can be things like program planning, 
county rally preparation and fundraising for 
charities (basically anything you do to benefit other 
people) and receiving certificates for your hard 
work. Why not contact the vinvolved team in your 
area to come and chat to your group about the 
vawards scheme.  
www.vinspired.com 

 

http://www.berksyfc.org.uk/
http://www.vinspired.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shefford YFC Club Report 
 
On 31

st
 May Shefford Young Farmers held their County 

Show at Newbury Showground. It was a glorious day 
and everyone had an amazing time. Some classes on 
the day included; bricklaying, bale stacking, tractor 
driving and many more. The exhibition tent was full of 
entries and all to a high standard. The co-op which is 
held at the end of the day and involves decorated 
trailers from each club was fantastic with Shefford 
coming in 1

st
 place with our Hawaiian theme, so well 

done to all our members who put in a lot of work 
during weekends and evenings to organise it. 
 
 The following weekend our After Show Party was held 
at Newbury Racecourse. The evening started with the 
results from the show competitions and presentation 
of cups by the County president. Then it was time to 
dance, chat to friends and enjoy the hog roast.  
Everyone partied on into the early hours and had a 
really enjoyable time. 
 
On the 17

th
 June we visited Laverstoke Farm in 

Overton. This is a biodynamic farm and we saw their 
water filtering system, where wastewater from the 
farm and abattoir gets filtered back to pure drinking 
water. We also saw their amazing compost making 
plant, which spans several acres. They take waste from 
the green wheelie bins in the Basingstoke and Deane 
area and turn it into compost that is then used back on 
the farm. This was a brilliant meeting and we did not 
have time to see it all, so we are hoping to arrange a 
Saturday to go and visit them again. 
 
On the 24

th
 June we had Archery in Bradfield with Pete 

and Avril Harrod. We learnt how to hold a bow and 
how to shoot at the target (some better than others)! 
After the Archery we also got to pick some strawberries 
from their pick your own farm. I think everyone had a 
great time, as it was something many of us had never 
tried before. 

Katherine Bunn 

Thank you 

I wish to convey my thanks to Kate Munro-Ashman & 
Family for hosting Amanda on her Discovery trip from 
Canada. Thank you also to Bradfield YFC and Evelyn for 
your support. I am pleased to hear that she had a good 
time.  
 

I was disappointed to hear that you had little help from 
other clubs in the county after a clear request had been 
given. I hope that clubs think hard about the effort Kate 
has shown to this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ exhangee and hope for more 
input from others in the future.  
 
Thank you again for all that you did to make AmandaΩs 
stay enjoyable.  
   
Tom Watts, County Chairman 

 

Canadian YFC Exchangee 
 
Our Canadian exchangee Amanda arrived somewhat 
unceremoniously a day early from Dorset YFC who dropped off for 
collection on the A303! Very little information or contact with or 
ŀōƻǳǘ !ƳŀƴŘŀ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ YŀǘŜ !ǎƘƳŀƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ !ƳŀƴŘŀ ǿŀǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ 
the responsibility of hosting a lot easier.  
 
In her eight days with us she really packed in some stuff, as well as 
having some time to chill and take on board what was her first 
extended period away from home. Amanda lives in Mabou Nova 
Scotia, Canada, and really is in the middle of nowhere on her 
aǳƳΩǎ ōŜŜŦ ŦŀǊƳΦ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ 
would have new appreciation of isolated. Visits to Oxford, Reading 
ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴŘǎƻǊ ƳǳǎǘΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎƘƻŎƪ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƎǳŜǎǎΦ DƭŜŀƳƛƴƎ 
spires, Windsor Castle and the Science Museum will all have 
provided memories and experiences for her to take home to her 
five brothers and sisters. 
 
As well as sightseeing and shopping Amanda put some time in on 
ǘƘŜ !ǎƘƳŀƴΩǎ tƛƎ ǳƴƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜǊȅ ȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ wǳǎƘŀƭƭ 
Organic Farm for a day. A number of Berkshire members 
accompanied Amanda to an evening at Newbury races and latterly 
to a meal out in Newbury (despite us not winning very much on the 
horses, right Tom?). Amanda met Shefford YFC at their Club 
meeting at the Harrods for an Archery session and met most of the 
Bradfield seniors throughout the week and at a farewell BBQ in 
glorious British sunshine. On the Monday she set off to meet 
Cambridgeshire YFC before her trip to the Isle of Man, then Italy 
and then back to Canada, but not home - ŀǎ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ be working on 
her Uncles Farm right up until she goes to College. College will be a 
seven hour flight for her to return home! Amanda will be visiting us 
once more in Berkshire on her way back to Canada and we look 
forward to seeing her again. 
 
aŀƴȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǎƘƳŀƴΩǎΩ ŀƴŘ Ŝspecially Kate who 
looked after her for most of the week and a mention to John who 
lost his room and bed for the week! 
 

 

 

Photo: At Newbury Races 

 



 

Newbury YFC Club Report 
 
Since the last newsletter Newbury members spent a fun 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀǊŎƘŜǊȅ ŀǘ tŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ !ǾǊƛƭΩǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
tuition and following a bit of practise we were all managing 
to hit the target by the end of the evening! It was nice to 
have County Chairman Tom join us for this activity. 
 
Our next meeting was a trip to Charles Flower wild flower 
seed farm at Carvers Hill, Shalbourne. Bob and Rosanne 
Anderson took members on a one and a half hour walk 
around the wild flower meadows. Over 150 types of wild 
flowers are grown and all are very important to insects, 
butterflies and birds. All seed is native to Britain and 
harvested with a small combine, which we also saw, and 
dried slowly to give good germination results. The good 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǿŀƭƪΦ 
 
Most recently members have been kayaking with Damien 
and Nick of Adventure Dolphin on the Kennet and Avon 
Canal in Newbury. Those feeling energetic enough for this 
activity paddled their way up(or was it down?!)stream 
before returning to the Waterside Centre, where we 
participated in a game involving balance and speed which 
ensured everyone got soaked before the end of the 
evening! Great fun for participants and spectators! 
 
We are all looking forward to our next club night when we 
will join Shefford for rounders and a BBQ, then our final 
evening before the summer break will be a club picnic. 
Thanks to everyone who has been involved with the 
arrangements for these club evenings.  
Well done to Holly and Haply on their trip to the Royal 
Show to take part in the Junior Farm Safety, we hope they 
enjoyed their day. 
 
Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƭŀȅǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ŀ /ŀŘōǳǊȅΩǎ wƻǎŜǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ .LD 
¢ƛƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ŎŀƪŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎκǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜǎ 
at the County show, and they would like it back please give 
Ruth a call on 01189 714373. 
Hope everyone has a great summer ς see you in 
September.  Ruth 

 

Bradfield YFC Club Report 
 
Well we thought May was busy, but June has completely 
ōƭƻǿƴ ǳǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ 
On the social front, Bradfield members enjoyed the RABI 
ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŀǘ IƛƭƭŦƛŜƭŘǎΣ όǿŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŎƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀ 
bit earlier). However a number of us were up early (!) the 
following morning to get to Ardingly. Bradfield Junior 
members; Jax, Melissa, Luke, Chris and Mike were selected to 
represent Berkshire in the Young Stock judge of the Year Area 
final at the South of England show. They all, like the rest of 
the Berkshire members, performed brilliantly, judging Beef 
and Dairy cattle, pigs and sheep and then picking their brains 
with the animal husbandry questionnaire. 
 
The major event for us last month was the Club Barn Dance 
which was a great evening for everyone; young and old all 
got their share of feet stomping and thigh slapping along with 
a number of whoops and yeah-haaas. The tractor and trailer 
ΨǘŀȄƛΩ ǿŀǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ς far more successful than some of us 
thought it would be. The bar had to call for extra supplies, 
there was absolutely nothing left of the food and we had to 
stop the band from playing as we were in serious danger of 
over-running. Even the Police visit to check up on us went 
well! We hope that those who came and supported the event 
enjoyed their evening as much as we did. Straight after the 
Barn Dance the Ashmans and Bradfield looked after our 
Canadian exchange Student for the week ς see elsewhere for 
what she got up to. Suffice to say Amandas visit was a great 
excusŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŀƭǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ..vΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ς 
ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻǊǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŀƛƴΦ 
 
Club members have been busy with responsibilities, 
representing the Club and helping out at Rushall Farm on the 
National Farm Open Day in conjunction with FWAG. In 
addition we completed the second of four days doing arena 
party duties for the Riding Club ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
publicity and income for the Club. The boards and stocks 
were out at the Spring Charity Fundraiser event in Thatcham, 
just over £50 was raised between Bradfield and Newbury for 
throwing wet sponges at Gordon! 
 
Wednesday meetings have continued with a very much 
relaxed atmosphere with a fantastic Club BBQ and games 
night with the seniors being completely over-run by the 
youngsters, an evening helping Bradfield Primary School with 
car parking also meant an evening in the circus! Swimming at 
Kennett meant this time the girls got a soaking rather than 
the boys ς about time too! {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
Rushall went down really well ς hopefully the members 
learned something! DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ 
be a wash out, but just about survived the weather. 
 
²ŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƭǳō ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ōǳǎȅΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Mink Hounds at work, going cycling and have a Sports 
evening; Bradfield Village Hall that all the Clubs are invited 
to; Weds 29

th
 July! 

 
 

 

Photo: άGrab your partner by the handέ 



 

South East Area 
Stockjudging at Ardingly 

2009 
 
Seven intrepid juniors waved the flag for Berkshire on Sat 
13

th
 June at the South of England Show. After some initial 

difficulties with entry forms and communication with the 
ΨǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ Ǌunning the YFC 
competitions at Ardingly, I was glad to finally receive 
tickets and be able to organise the early start. 
 
Andrew, Chris, George, Jax, Luke, Melissa and Michael 
took on the rest of South East Area in the Young 
Stockjudge of the Year competition. This meant judging 
four rings of Butchers Pork, Fat Lambs, Holstein Dairy and 
!ōŜǊŘŜŜƴ !ƴƎǳǎ .ŜŜŦ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 
this was followed by an Animal Health and Husbandry 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ 
scratching their heads. All of the guys had made an effort 
with their appearance and despite the sweltering 
weather that seems to bless this event, they definitely 
looked the part with their Berkshire white coats. Andrew, 
Chris, George and Melissa have competed at Ardingly 
before, but it was a new experience for Jax, Luke and 
Michael. Given that Jax and Michael had only had their 
first experience of Stockjudging at this years pre-show 
classes they are to be congratulated on even taking on 
this challenge.  
 

The way that the Ardingly stock competitions work our 
fearless members were not included as competitors in 
the individual stock competitions (a daft anomaly that we 
will put right next year!) and on initial results were not 
placed in the final standings, however it has now 
transpired that congratulations are in order to George 
aŀǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭΗ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǘŜŀƳέ 
followed in close succession behind in 7

th
/ 8

th 
= / 9

th
/ 10

th
 

and 11
th

. It was interesting to note how much older than 
our guys the two winning members appeared to be. I can 
also tell you that they were praised as a group by at least 
one steward and the current Sussex President was very 
impressed with their attitude, aptitude and knowledge.  
 
I would to thank all seven of them for their commitment 
and effort on a hot Saturday in June and thank the 
various supporters and parents that also made the trip. I 
hope that everyone found it an enjoyable experience and 
I hope that these seven juniors will put the experience to 
good use. I look forward to seeing them honing their skills 
at the Royal County of Berkshire Show and further 
County and Area competitions that this talented group 
will undoubtedly be at in the future. 
 
Gordon Fletcher 
Competitions Chair 

 
 

Photo: Berks Stockjudging Team 

County Name Total  
Points 

Position 

Oxon Chris Mcwhirter 304 2nd  
Kent Gail Shrubsall 322 1st 

Hants Robert Bull 7 15th  

Hants Peter Warne 264 5th  
Surrey Alec Clouting 262 6th  

Surrey Tom Daborn 273 4th  
Berks Andrew Findlay 233 10th  

Berks Melissa Dawes 216 12th  

Berks Jax Dawes 230 11th  
Berks Luke Faithfull 247 7th  

Berks Michael Philips 242 8th = 
Berks Chris Raisey 242 8th = 

Berks George Mason 293 3rd  
Sussex Kathryn Redman 11 13th  

Sussex Eleanor Pardoe 10 14th  
 

 

Photo: Gordon doing his bit for charity 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

County 
Diary Dates 

 

JULY 
7thς10th    Royal Show 
18th           Swallowfield Family  
                  Fun Day & County Challenge 
27th   Executive Meeting 
 

AUGUST 
1st ς 29th  County Office Closed 
15th -16th  Berkshire 4X4 Show 
30thς31st   Swallowfield Show 
 

SEPTEMBER 
1st   New Membership year starts 
1st   Deadline for newsletter 
5th   Country Spotters 
13th   Club Workshops 
19th -20th  Royal County of Berkshire Show 
20th   South East Area Sports Competitions 
23rd -24th  National Dairy Event 
 
If you would liƪŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ƭǳōΩs activities in 

the Diary page, please email your information to county on 

berksyfc@btopenworld.com 

 
    

Deadline Date for the next Newsletter is 1st  September 2009 
There is no publication in August  

The date has been moved forward permanently to enable better monthly distribution 
 

The County Office will be closed from 1st to 29th August  
The County mobile will be with Tom Watts, County Chairman so please give him a call with any urgent 

matters on; 07748 204287. Please refrain from contacting Ronnie as she is on annual leave. 
 

 

Bradfield YFC, Meetings  

JULY 
1st  Country Trail 
8th  Mystery evening at Bournefield Farm  

Newbury YFC, Meetings  

JULY 
8th  Call Hannah for details 
15th  BBQ & ball games with Shefford YFC 

Shefford YFC, Meetings  

JULY 
8th  Call Sam for details 
15th  BBQ & ball games with Newbury YFC  

Reading YFC, Meetings  

JULY 
1st  ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳ ƛƴ tŀŘǿƻǊǘƘ 
8th  BBQ and games evening 
16th  Raft building 

   

 
If you are interested in joining us and having 

some fun, please contact Andrea Petersen 

on 07933 725980 
 

If you are interested in joining us and having 
some fun please contact Ed Leach on 

07912 678675 
 

If you are interested in joining us and having 
some fun, please contact Hannah Fisher on 

01635 299241 

If you are interested in joining us and having 

some fun please contact Sam Bracey on 

01488 638248 

 

mailto:berksyfc@btopenworld.com

