
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    YFC Office 
    The Slater Centre 
    Buckner Croke Way 
    New Greenham Park 
    Newbury, Berks 
    RG19 6HN 
 
    Tel: 01635 500 872 
            07748 204287 
    berksyfc@btopenworld.com 

News & You May 2009 

 

Deadline for next mailing is 

10th June 2009 
 

Diary Dates 
MAY 
24

th
            Oxfordshire’s Neon                  

                   Party 
31

st
            County show 

 

JUNE 
6

th
             After Show Party & 

                  Presentation Evening 
8

th
        Executive Meeting 

11
th
–13

th
 South of England        

                  Show  
20

th
           Bradfield’s Barn  

                  Dance 
22

nd
          Management Meeting 

 

JULY 
7

th
–10

th
   Royal Show 

18
th

          Swallowfield Family  
                 Fun Day 
 

AUGUST 
30

th
–31

st
  Swallowfield Show 

 

National AGM 2010 will be 
held in Torquay. Friday 23rd 
to Sunday 25th April 
 
If you would like to promote 

any of yoǳǊ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 

the Diary column, please email 

your information to county on 

berksyfc@btopenworld.com 

 
    

Photo: Bradfield YFC in Blackpool 

Bradfield YFC Club Report 
Bradfield have had another busy month. We have had an Easter egg hunt – 
the more we found the more we could eat!!  
 

A kwik cricket and stock judging practice set us up for the pre show classes. It 
was great to see new members having a go for the first time as well as our 
‘old hands’ getting involved again. We all had an enjoyable day. 
 

A visit to Oakes Bros was very interesting – we enjoyed looking at the 
machines they have there. 
 

We are now working hard preparing for and looking forward to the County 
Show 

About us 
Berkshire young Farmers is an exciting youth organisation, where you can meet new 
people, learn new skills and take part in interesting and fun educational activities in a safe 
environment. 
You do not have to be a farmer or involved in agriculture to join all you need is the 
enthusiasm to try something new.  
To find out where your nearest club meets or for more information please check out our 

website www.berksyfc.org.uk or call our Development officer, Ronnie on 07748 204287 

 

mailto:berksyfc@btopenworld.com
http://www.berksyfc.org.uk/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newbury YFC Club Report 
 
Since the last newsletter report we have had a 
mystery objects quiz, organised by Steve Harris 
and Paul Woodley. Members had to identify 
things from farm tools to cooking utensils, or give 
a rough idea as to what they thought the objects 
would be used for, there were some very 
imaginative ideas! It was an enjoyable evening and 
a club cup will be awarded to the winner at our 
2009 AGM. 
 
Biddy and Holly Findlay with Andy and Hannah 
Fisher provided breakfast refreshments at the 
annual Steve Cannings Memorial Tractor Run, well 
done to them for braving an early start due to the 
clocks being changed. 
 
Our next meeting was a talk by two teachers from 
Woolton Hill primary school, who told us about 
their fund raising efforts for the children in a 
village in Uganda. They are helping in lots of ways 
from painting walls to providing hygienic latrines, 
and as this is a chosen charity of Newbury YFC this 
year it was very interesting to hear how useful any 
money we raise will be used, and to see pictures 
of how big a difference a little help can make to 
the lives of these children. We spent the rest of 
the evening sorting out entries for the show 
classes. 
 
We have also spent an evening with the lambs, 
their shepherd and Andrew at Faccombe. Then for 
our last meeting we visited Lisa’s pigs at Dodd’s 
Farm where our knowledge was tested by a quiz – 
Andrew West getting the most correct answers. 
Gordon Adcock also went through the process of 
bricklaying to hopefully give our teams some tips 
for the county show.  
 
Newbury would like to say ‘congratulations’ to all 
of our members that took part in the SEA 
competitions for doing so well. We were also 
pleased with the way the pre-show classes went 
and hope everyone had an enjoyable day and of 
course a massive thank you to all those involved 
for all their help and effort in making it a good 
day. 
Our next meeting will find us cycling on Greenham 
Common.      
Ruth 

 If you are interested in joining us and having 
some fun, please contact Lisa Whiting on 

01635 278206 

Shefford YFC Club Report 
 
We have had a very busy couple of months at Shefford 
Young Farmers. We have been lambing at Folly Farm in 
West Ilsley with David Carlisle where we saw many lambs 
being born; we got to hold some of the newborn lambs, 
which our members thoroughly enjoyed. 
  

We have also been very busy planning for our county 

show, which is on the 31st May; members have been busy 

getting competition entries ready and planning for our 

float, which is to the theme “Carnival”. Another meeting 

we had was a talk by the farm manager of Laverstoke. This 

is a farm run on organic biodynamic principles with a wide 

range of animals and crops. They even have water buffalo 

to make cheese. The meeting was excellent and we are all 

looking forward to our meeting in June when we are going 

to be shown around the farm.  

Our last meeting that we had was a rounders evening 

organised by the members. Some great catching and 

hitting skills were seen and I think everyone had a great 

time trying to win for their team. 

If anyone is interested in joining us and having some 

fun please contact Sam Bracey on 01488 638248 

and our next meeting is a Farrier demonstration 

 

 



 

  

 

 

MID - SUMMER 

BARN DANCE  
Saturday 20 TH  JUNE 2009  

7:00 til 11:30 pm  

THE TITHE BARN, YATTENDON  

LIVE MUSIC and CALLER  

HOG ROAST and BAR  
YFC MEMBERS: £10  NON - YFC: £12  FAMILY TICKET: £30  

TICKET INCLUDES ð HOG ROAST ROLL AND VARIOUS SALADS  

TICKETS: STEPHEN WATERS 07960346889  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Reading YFC Club Report 

 
This month Reading Young Farmers have been busy 
preparing for the Show. We have had two really 
good visits to a carnival workshop in Reading were 
we got plenty of inspiration and advice for our float. 
Our members proved to be very creative and the 
creations ranged from very pretty to more or less 
insane.  
 
Whilst on the subject on insane, our first meeting 
back after the Easter Holidays included an eyebrow 
dancing competition! (Those of you who have seen 
the Cadbury’s advert will know what I mean).  
Result: Stomach cramps from laughing so much and 
some very unflattering photos and videos. 
 
Reading didn’t have a huge turn-out for the Pre 
Show this year, but we are still very pleased as all 
our competitors actually won at least one class. 
Heather Allen won the Intermediate Pig Stock 
Judging and was second in both the Sheep and Beef. 
George Mason won the Junior Pig Stock Judging and 
together with Jack Waller and Tom Watts also went 
on to win the Fencing Competition, beating both 
Bradfield and Newbury! Well done guys. 
 
Saving the best for the last, there was of course the 
AGM. This year, all the Reading members minus one 
travelled up in one car and (amazingly) got there 
without getting lost and on time! We had a really 
good time and enjoyed dressing up, dancing, a drink 
or three and catching up with people from other 
counties. One of the highlights was the superhero 
themed fancy dress evening with Sam dressed as 
DangerMouse, Tom as Darkwing Duck and Ali in a 
(not so very superheroish) purple velour pimp suit. 
Another one was when Nigel was dared to wear a 
short tartan skirt for the Sunday night and uttered 
the words: “I’ll do it for charity.” Never has £30 been 
raised so quickly! So he had no choice but to go and 
get changed and the money will be donated to 
Macmillan Cancer Support. There is so much to say 
about the AGM but luckily what goes on at AGM 
also goes on Facebook some of the Berkshire 
members got snapped by the Farmers Guardian so 
check out their website. A big thank you must go to 
Milly for booking and organizing such a fantastic 
weekend!  
Andrea 

If you are interested in joining us and having 

some fun, please contact Andrea Petersen 

on 07933 725980 

 

Letter from Janet Mitchell 
 
Dear Berkshire Young Farmers  
 
I am writing to say a big thank you to you all, 
for all the cards and kind messages, for all the  
offers of help and especially for helping to give 
Tom such a wonderful send off.  
 
The weather was perfect after a thundery start 
and I was really touched to see the Young 
Farmers ôGuard of Honourõ at the crematorium. 
And what a feast at the Travellers Fri end 
afterwards! Thank you.  
 
We are very proud to know that Tom meant so 
much to so many people and grateful that so 
many people care about us as well.  
 
I shall miss camping on showground sites but I 
would like to keep in touch and continue to 
attend Young Farmers events whenever 
possible.  
 
Kind Regards  
Janet Mitchell & Family  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PreShow Report 
 
Thanks to a wonderful day weather-wise, a great team effort, a brilliant venue and lots of members displaying 
contagious competitive spirit, the PreShow day went well. 
 
Thank you to everyone for attending and competing enthusiastically and respecting the requests to stay within the 
permitted areas on the Farm.  We were thrilled that all Clubs represented had great results and that all the Clubs have 
members who will go on to further rounds to represent Berkshire. 
 
One thank you I didn't publicly do on the day was to Steve Harris who took time off work and spent Friday and 
Saturday helping Alan Whiting prepare the farm as well as helping put up the marquee; on the day, Steve did more of 
the same as well as running and stewarding the Fencing competition.  Alan said to me that a lot of what was achieved 
on the farm would not have happened if it hadn't have been for Steve. 
 
The Judges thoroughly enjoyed their competitions and were both pleased and proud to see that so many members 
took part and 'had a go' - it's not just about the winning, but the taking part, experiencing and learning. 
 
As mentioned at the end of the day, my thanks also go to all the Judges and Stewards, to Ian Lindsay and his team at 
Wasing Estate and without question, the Whiting Family for allowing us to host what we hope was a successful, 
enjoyable and fun day for Young Farmers and their families. 
 
Alethea 

Show Raffle Tickets are due back no later than NOON on Show 

day. 

Your YFC, Your Newsletter 

What would you like to see in the Newsletter? 
 
 
What do you get out of YFC? 
 
 
Are there any activities you would like to see introduced to the County Calendar? 
 
 
When speaking to friends how do you describe YFC?  
 
 
What would attract you and your friends to the Berkshire FYFC publicity stand? 
 
 
Do you feel the county needs a Junior Forum?  

 

Please fill out and return via e-mail or snail mail to County Office or bring along to the YFC show stand. 
Thank you for your time.  


