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About us

Berkshire young Farmers is an exciting youth organisation, where you can meet new

Tel: 01635 500 872

07748 204287 environment.

people, learn new skills and take part in interesting and fun educational activities in a safe

You do not have to be a farmer or involved in agriculture to join all you need is the

berksyfc@btopenworld.com

enthusiasm to try something new.
To find out where your nearest club meets or for more information please check out our

website www.berksyfc.org.uk or call our Development officer, Ronnie on 07748 204287

On behalf of

Berkshire Federati on

Shefford YFCis pleased to invite you to the 2009

Harvest Festival Service.

To be held at
Fawley Church, Bri%htwalton
SundayOctober 11™ at 6pm

(

All clubs, theirmembers, parents and associated
persons; Advisory, Vice Presidents etc are all ver
welcome and we hope that you will join us for ligh'

refreshments after the service

NFYFC Management Adventure

23" to 25™ October 09
At Longtown Outdoor Education Centre, Herefordshire

If you are 16 or 17 years old and enjoy outdoor challenges,

that aim to improve your leadership skills,
then this is the weekend for you and at only £75.

Contact Jo Bouchard to book your space

County Quiz & Jesse Matthews
Competitions

Sunday 1° November 2009
2pm
Bradfield Primary School

To be in a team and take part in the fun,
speak to your club chairman

NFYFC Leadership Development course

16" to 18" October 09
At Charlecote Pheasant Hotel,
Stratford-upon-avon

For £75 pp you will receive; training, certification and
full board. The course will involve the following
components:
9 The difference between management and
leadership
Effective communication
Heading successful meetings
Basic marketing/promotion skills
Managing your own professional
development
T [ S3ratliArAdS NBIjdza NBY
assessments
9 The basics behind strategic planning.
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Spaces still available, to book please contact Jo
Bouchard, Training & Development Officer
02476 857207, joannebouchard@nfyfc.org.uk


http://www.berksyfc.org.uk/

National Dairy Stockjudging 2009

Andrew Findlay was our lone competitor in the National
Dairy Stockjudging finals. Following on from his success at
the Pre-Show classes and subsequent participation at
Ardingly, Andrew represented Berkshire at the International
Dairy Event at the NAC, Stoneleigh Park on Thursday 17"
Sept.

Competing against 50 other YFC members, most of whom are
older is an experience itself, and as we have come to expect
from Andrew, he dealt with it like a consummate
professional. This was Andrews second time at the event yet
it was still a learning experience for him, as he had to Judge
l8NBaKANBazs + oNBSR (KIFiG K
as well as placing a ring of Freisians. Finishing 21°* may have
disappointed Andrew himself, but he should remember he
has many years left in this age bracket of competition and
whilst he continues to learn from these competitions then
future competitive success is just round the corner.

Well done and thank you to Andrew and his supporters for
taking time off school and work to be there and represent
.SN)] aKANBZ YIé& 068 ySEG &St
Senior representation as well

Andrew with the Berks team at Ardingly 2009.

The Berks Floral art team with
Lional Hill, National President

Secateurs at the ready!

2009 Floral Art National Finals.
Malvern Autumn Show

The National Floral Art finals took on several new looks
for 2009, for the first time, as well as individual sections
the competition took in a team element that required the
three individual sections to come together for an overall
theme and display. Perhaps more noticeably, the finals
were not held at the Royal Show, with the uncertainty of
the Shows future and subsequent demise the Cookery
and Floral Art finals were held at the Three Counties
Showground, Malvern. Look out for more National Finals
being held at a Show near you!

Berkshires representatives were the Bradfield trio of

Sarah Collings and Laura and Leanne Harris, Laura taking

on the Intermediate section despite her still formative
years. In fact the whole team was on the young side, the
difference between Leanne and some of her category
O2YLISGAG2NE ¢l a SALISOALI f ¢
deter these young Ladies. Dressed in their matching
Bradfield tops and Berkshire coats they battled hard. An
hour is not long to produce a corsage, a decorative basket
arrangement and table centrepiece. The theme was
G2dAK (222 a/tAYIFGS theey :
running through most of the National 08/ 09 classes. The
Berkshire display held its own, emphasizing differences in
climatic temperature, using burning reds and running into
freezing whites and blues. The Judging was particularly
hard; the smallest of imperfections in pant material being
noted, but notes for ALL competitors gave each of the
competitors plenty to think about as well as
encouragement.

The team did well coming 19" overall with Sarah coming
9™ individually and Laura 10™. Brilliant for such a young
team and you can be assured that they will be back ¢ |
hear talk of a floristry business! Thanks to the girls ¢ look
out for them in their Club tops appearing in National
promotional literature soon! ¢ And thanks to the
supporters for making a day of it, including Spotty the
horsecR2y Qi | &1 H
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Reading members, getting wet

Newbury YFClub Report

bS6o6dzNEQa FTANRG YSSiAy3
flying at Beacon Hill. It was a good evening but
unfortunately not everyone could get their kites to fly
however we all had great fun trying!

Then it was time for Newbury show, where we took our
turn; manning the stand, breed board carrying and
other activities throughout the weekend. Some of our
members took part in stockjudging, pig handling and
the obstacle race, everyone put in a really good effort
so WELL DONE to you all.

Our next meeting was a visit to Newbury Racecourse
where Richard Osgood very kindly showed us around
FYyR 3 @S dza | @GSNEB AydSH
a0SySaQ GKAy3a O2yySO0SH
see the press room and its wonderful view of the
racecourse, the weighing in room / changing room and
the royal box. Some of the younger members had great
Fdzy 2y (GKS K2NBRS aAvydz I {
the jockeys make it look. Thanks to Richard for giving up
his time to give us such a good evening.

We have also been busy preparing for our Harvest
Supper on 3" October, when we hope a lot of you will
be able to join us for a fun evening to include
competitions in photography and crumble making
amongst other things ¢ hope to see you there!

The next meeting for Newbury will be our AGM at St
Frances de Salles Hall on October 7™.

SN] aKANB C
Member of the Year

This annual competition is due to take place
in January 2010

You have to be in it to win it!
So start preparing your portfolio
and be proud of what you have achieved
through YFC

Reading YFClub Report

We held our first meeting in the beginning of
September and it was great to see everyone again
after the summer holidays. We started off with the
first evening spent just catching up and playing a few
games, however, after such an easy start it was time
G2 aKINLISy 2dzNJ 6N Ay &
Air Balloon Debate. We were all given certain
characters and put in an imaginary hot air balloon
destined for a new town somewhere. Suddenly the
balloon started losing height and with a fatal crash
imminent we all had to debate who should stay in
the balloon and who should be thrown off it in order
to save the rest of the passengers. We gave it our all
andintheend¢RSALIAGS ¢298&Qa
impressive effortscd D2 NR2Y . NR gy ¢
had to leave the balloon.

This month we have also done a quiz, which was just
as difficult for the juniors as well as the seniors and
associates, with categories such as cookery, sports,
agriculture, music and entertainment and of course
YFC knowledge. We followed it up with a public
speaking evening, in the same format as the Brains
Trust Competition. Many of us found that it is
actually quite difficult to have to debate for
something that you would normally be against. We
started off in small groups and in the end juniors
Sophie, Vienna and Matthew impressed us by
debating in front of the whole club! Well done guys.

We are really pleased to see quite a few new faces in
the crowd this year and would like to welcome
Emma, Sophie W, Sophie C, Vienna, Emily and Steve
to the club.

As well as the meetings a few of us set up a
promotional stand at the Spencers Wood Carnival. It
was a good day with gorgeous weather and we
returned home with an improved tan and newly
gained knowledge of exactly how much sellotape
you need in order to keep a gazebo together. Turns
2dziz AGQa ljdZAdS | f2a4X

Then there was of course the Newbury Show.
Reading manned the County Stand (which looked
veryimpressive by the way) on the Sunday morning.
We all took our turn in the stocks and suddenly
there seemed to be no end to the amount of little
kids that wanted to throw wet sponges at a Young
Farmer. Even though most of them were relatively
harmless, one or two will definitely be bowling for
England in the Ashes within the next couple of
decades.



2009 Royal County Show Report.

YFC members were not likely to miss out on the 100™
Anniversary of the Royal County Show and Berkshire was
well represented across the Showground. As well as the
publicity stand in a fresh new site and further
improvements to its appearance, members could be seen
handing out family trail leaflets, breed board carrying in the
Grand Parade, stewarding from one end of the showground
to the other and of course, now synominous with the Show;
stockjudging. Thank you to everyone who participated,
organised, supported, stewarded, handed out, paraded and
got wet ¢ it was a great effort!

As has been a characteristic of the year, entries were not
great in number for the stockjudging bdzi G K I @
from the quality of the members competing, if anything it
makes it that bit more personal! It was certainly good to see

a number of new faces as well as the old hands testing their
knowledge and skills. Their skills were certainly put to the
test with the dairy cows! Unfortunately and for reasons |
g2y Qi 3I2 AylG2 KSNBI GKS O
judge! Obviously not an ideal situation but YFC members are
capable of overcoming setbacks like this. Giving reasons on
imaginary animals tested their knowledge, communication
and presentation skills rather than their observational skills.
Some found this harder than others, and whilst it is a
situation | will work hard to eliminate from happening ever
again, perhaps it was a salutary lesson to one or two more
seasoned competitors. All the competitors are to be
congratulated for coping with this unforeseen and unusual
situation.

R2

Moving on to the breeding ewes, where it seemed from the
size of the animals that the sheep stockmen were making up
for the lack of dairy animals, competitors were again tested
to the fore. Judges John and Jan felt it unsafe for the
competitors to enter the pens and so they had to rely on
their purely observational skills, with no handling being
allowed. Again not an ideal scenario by any means, but once
more YFC members knuckle down and got on with things.

Following a de-brief from the Judges and some useful
constructive criticism in most directions the results were as
follows. My thanks to Jane for her time and effort in
organising these competitions as well as all her stewards, to
Judges John and Jan and especially to the competitors who
made sure Berkshire Clubs were represented in a
competitive element of the 100™ Anniversary of the show.

Gordon Fletcher

SHEFFORD

y %

Eye catching display@Q by Newbury & Shefford

Shefford YFClub Report

Our first meeting after the Summer Holidays was a
volleyball evening. This was led by Sue Sayers of
Newbury Volleyball. Unfortunately the weather
was bad so we had to play inside. We learnt
various volleyball skills and different ways of
hitting the ball. We then played a knock out
championship in teams. | think everyone enjoyed
this as it was a sport none of us had tried before.

Our next meeting was a ballooning talk. Jonathan
Harris an ex Newbury Young FI NJY" Snisidibér
came to talk to us about the setting off process,
the flight and then finally the landing. This was
very interesting as lots of us have seen balloons
but never been in one. He also showed us some
pictures of some novelty balloons and of a balloon
going over the Alps.

We also have had a stand at Newbury Show on
the Saturday and the Sunday to show everyone
what we do and to raise some money. Members
had to man the stand and tell people what Young
farmers is all about.

On the 11th October Shefford are hosting the
Harvest Festival service at Fawley Church so
anyone wishing to come will be more than
welcome, and our AGM is being held on the 14th
October at Brightwalton Village hall.

Roval County of Berkshire Show, Stockjudging Results

Junior
First HAPLY EYRES
Second ANDREW FINDLAY

LUKE FAITHFULL

Intermediate/Senior
RUTH WOODLEY
GEORGE MASON
SARAH COLLINGS




Royal County Show
Publicity Stand Report

Lots had changed for us at this years(how, we had a new
pitch, two marquees & an astounding amount of
enthusiasm from all the members that attended.

The new pitch proved very beneficial, with more space to
showcase what our members do and achieve with YFC.
We had more public interest than ever before and ten
requests for membership. Well done to the members that
clearly put a vast amount of effort into their club display
boards, they looked amazing stood side by side.

Heart FM, join in the fun

Choosing an activity tograbthepdzo t A OQa Ay i

a difficult challenge, with many aspects to think about;

eye catching, interactive, fun and safe. We settled on

BradfieldQ stocks as the perfect answer, the kids loved it,

especially when they convinced a parent to get in the - S BPRICSHIRE

=
firing line. : %@g_v_ome FARMERS
The stocks drew a huge crowd when one of the Heart FM

team took his turn in the stocks and thanks to this and the ot

efforts of our members we raised £110 for charity.

Another activity included this year was the Country
Spotters Competition which any member could take part
in over the weekend. Well done to those that took part,
you will find the results below.

Congratulations to the members who took up the Scouts Berks YFC, showcase their achievements
challenge on both days; no team can dismantle a cart and
reassemble it quite like a Young Farmer team. With only a
five minute practice before the event, { I (i dzNdarh & Q
won and { dzy R teain@aéne second by one second. (No
sledge hammers allowed!)

Berkshire Federation of

To mark the end of a very productive year at many Xntm f E q I d q
publicity events and shows, | proudly announce that

Berkshire Federation of Young FarmersCwere placed Invites you to attend its

second in the Agricultural Trade Exhibit competition at i

this year@ show. For this | would like to say thank you to 64" Annual General Meeting
everyone for your support over the weekend, to those to be held on

that helped set up on the Friday, man the stand over the
weekend, those that got wet several times and help Sunday 224 November 200%t 3pm

dismantle it all on Sunday. A huge thank you too Gordon, Bradfield Village Hall, Southend
for his input & organisation of the other YFC activities and Bradfield
to Evelyn, for all her help, support and calming influence.

Ronnie RSVP: Veronica Strangward,

Country Spotters Results 2009 VFC Office, The Slater Centre,
Buckner Croke Ay, New Greenham Park,

1%= Haply Eyres 16points Newbury, Berks, RG19 6HN

1= Melissa Dawes 16 points

3$ Andrew Findlay 15 points Meeting will be followed by light refreshments
gth: E!LZJ?aV\I{I?rtrsis ﬁ Bg:ztz organised by Bradfield YFC

5= Holly Findlay 11 points




County

Diary Dates
OCTOBER
10/11" National Sport & Speaking Finals
11" Harvest Festival Service
12" Management Meeting
26" Executive Meeting
NOVEMBER
1% Deadline for newsletter
1% County Quiz & Jesse Matthews
20" Reading YFC Dinner & Dance
22M County AGM
DECEMBER
1% Deadline for newsletter
7" Executive Meeting
21% ¢ 30" Office closed for Xmas, Ronnie still
available.

LT @2dz ¢62dzf R f A1S (2 actiunds g
the Diary page please email your information to county on

berksyfc@btonworld.com

Meetings
14™ October Shooting
21% October Senior Evening
28" October Swimming

If you are interested in joining us and having
some fun please contact Ed Leach on
07912 678675

Newbury YFC, Meetings

Please send your programme to the office

some fun, please contact Hannah Fisher on
01635 299241

Reading YFC, Meeting

Football
Club AGM

14" October
21 October

some fun, please contact Andrea Petersen
on 07933 725980

Shefford YFC, Meetings

14" October Club AGM

some fun please contact Sam Bracey on
01488 638248

New County Clothing
Is available via County Office

Ask your Club Secretary for an order form!
Or request a form via e-mail
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