
 
 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

                                              County Rally               
Sat 

21st May 2011 
To be held at 

 

Perrins Farm, Beech Hill Road, Beech Hill, Reading, Berks, RG7 2AL. 
 
 

Enter the site via Perrins Farm Yard signposted on Beech Hill Road. Please check AA Route Finder or use 
{ŀǘ bŀǾΦ ¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ tŜǊǊƛƴǎ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƧƻƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜ ǎƘƻǿ 

event last year. 
 

Parking will be in the Rally field. Please can everyone keep to the marked areas. 
 
 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
 

Following the Rally there will be a BBQ, fun games and Presentations. 
 
 

Hope to see you all on the 21st May! 
 

Kind regards 
Tom Watts 

(Reading Club Chairman) 
 

 

 

 

News & You May 2011 



AGM, Blackpool 2011 
 

 
This year, 13 Berkshire members made the long journey up to Blackpool for the AGM. The weather 
held out just about, with only a little rain. All members had a wonderful time. The picture below shows 
us all dressed in our finest for the Friday evening, showing that we do scrub up well!! The Saturday 
evening was a little more adventurous. With the theme for the week end this year being song titles, the 
fancy dress was exciting, from Slim Shady, a Hippy, Elvis, to corsets and fishnets for Moulin Rouge.  
 
Almost all the members attended the AGM on Sunday morning, showing our support for the upcoming 
year, saying our farewells to Lionel and a fond hello to Matt Baker, who is the new president for 
2011/12. As always Sunday was all about the tour tops. Spotting the funny and witty ones from other 
clubs and attempting to swap our own in return for them.  
 
Before we all knew it Monday came around and the journey home, which felt longer, was upon us. The 
week end was as always a fun week end, and we all look forward to next year. This is back down south 
in Torquay.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
12 of the Berkshire Young Farmers who attended the Ball in Blackpool 

 



The Archers at The Museum of English Rural Life, Reading University 
 
 

As you may know, this year is the 60th anniversary of the 
Museum of English Rural Life, University of Reading, and also 
the 60th anniversary of The Archers BBC Radio 4 series.  To 
celebrate the Museum is opening a special exhibition 
Everyday stories of country folk 60 years of The Archers and 
the Museum of English Rural Life: 1951ς2011, and a series of 
related events. Part of the events program is the 'MERL Village 
Fete' on Saturday 4th June, which will be opened by Trevor 
Harrison, who plays Eddie Grundy in the program.  We will 
have vintage tractors, games, Morris dancers, tombola, stalls 
run by the WI, local scout groups etc and we would like to 
invite Berkshire Young Farmers to participate, especially those 
who live around the Reading area. I'd be happy to  

                   Trevor Harrison aka Eddie Grundy                        discuss with you ways in which you feel it might be suitable for 
BFYF to contribute to the event.  We thought possibly running a stall or welly wanging, or taking part in tug of 
war, or something similar?  
However, we would be very 
happy to be guided by you. 
For younger members, we're 
decorating individual pieces 
of calico bunting using fabric 
paints, which will then be 
strung together for the fete.  
I'd be very happy to supply 
the materials or run a session 
at the Museum itself. 
 
If you would like to take part 
in the project please contact: 
Bekky Moran, University 
Museums & Collections 
Learning Manager, Museum 
of English Rural Life, 
University of Reading,  
 
Tel: 0118 378 5631/8660 
 



 

 
PRE- HARVEST 

BARN DANCE  
Saturday 11 TH  JUNE 2011  

7:00 ôtil 11:30  pm 

THE XMAS TREE  BARN, YATTENDON  

LIVE MUSIC  and CALLER 

HOG ROAST , BAR and RAFFLE  
 

YFC MEMBERS: £10  NON - YFC: £12  FAMILY TICKET: £30  
TICKET INCLUDES ð HOG ROAST ROLL AND VARIOUS SALADS  

 

TICKETS: KATE ASHMAN  07525 004064  
 

 



 

                                                  
                                                           Bits and Pieces 
 
Firstly, is an appeal for the Bowyer Family Memorial Trust. I'm after 
any old paperback books that the Trust can sell on their stand at 
Swallowfield Show in August. Any donations can be passed to me at 
Exec meetings or I could collect from Club meetings if they're sizeable 
and/or clubs could have a group effort.  
 
Secondly, is the NADAS Junior Countryside Day on Wednesday 3rd 
August at Barn Elms Farm, Bradfield. Interested members/Club 
Officials should contact me for a booking form. There is a charge but 
if a sufficient number of members are interested it may be possible to 
get some sponsorship for Berks YFC members. This has always been a 
popular and much enjoyed day in the past.  
 
Thirdly, SPOTTED! Congratulations to Mikey Philips whose picture 
appears in the 2010 NFYFC Annual Report wearing a flat cap, along 
with the Berkshire white coat, concentrating on the ring of breeding 
ewes at last yearΩs Young Stock Judge of the Year competition. Nice 
one Mikey!             Photo taken from NFYFC National Report 2010                                                                                            
 
Gordon Fletcher                                                                                       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bradfield YFC Club Report 
 
Over the past month Bradfield have been really busy 
with show preparations, we have been busy building 
our float and practicing for other competitions too. 
 
The seniors also had fun at their senior night with 
they now hold once a month and they went for 
dinner at TGI Fridays in Reading which great fun was. 
 
We have had a sport night and we also had a busy 
evening stock judging which we ran just before the 
pre-show competitions. 
 
We have a mixture of things coming up on the 
programme such as a bbq and bike ride. 

 
 

Newbury YFC Club Report 
 
Since the last report Newbury Young Farmers have 
visited the lambing sheds at Faccombe Estates, where 
Alan gave us a talk on his work as the shepherd there. 
It was very interesting and our members got to ask any 
questions they had and then they were able to get into 
the pen and hold the lambs.  
There were also some just newly born lambs and lots 
of expectant ewes for us to see. Andrew our chairman 
was just starting the night shift when the rest of us 
left! 
 
The other meetings we have had since then, have all 
been at Fuces Farm where we have been busy building 
our float and getting our entries ready for the County 
Rally. We are continuing with these meetings until 
after the 21st  May, then on 8th June we are having a 
sponsored walk. 

 
 

Reading YFC Club Report 
 

Reading have been working hard getting the Rally up 
and running and most of our meetings we have been 
doing Show Classes.  
 
We have also been for a nature walk at Dinton 
Pastures. 
  

 

Shefford YFC Club Report 
 
Whilst writing this ς our plans are well ahead for the 
Annual County Show.  We have been practicing, 
decorating, building, designing, sewing and much 
more.... The club members are all heavily involved 
the planning and are very much looking forward to 
the Show Day.  
Our recent meetings which are unconnected to the 
Show preparation have included bricklaying and 
tractor driving and we are looking forward catapults 
and a farm walk.  
We enjoyed a wonderful afternoon at Brightwalton 
Fete were we ran a Coconut Shy which was a huge 
success. We made money for the Village Hall where 
our meetings are held and the weather was lovely.  
We plan also to take the coconut shy to Welford 
Produce in the Park on 15th May and to 
Chaddleworth Fete on the 26th June.  Yes our 
coconuts are very well traveled! 
We meet every other Wednesday in Brightwalton 
Village hall for our indoor meetings and before each 
trip outside the hall so lifts can always be arranged 
with our Club Leaders/ Advisory members from 
there. 
If you would like more information or would like to 
come along and meet us you would be very 
welcome. Please contact our Chairman Catherine 
Bunn on 07780 00 11 20.  
 
Beth Ackrill ς Press Secretary 

 
 



 

 

  

   County Diary Dates 
May  
21    Berks YFC Rally 
30     Bank Holiday 
 
June 
1  Newsletter Deadline 
9-11       South of England Show, Ardingly 
16  SEA Meeting 
                              
July 
1  Newsletter Deadline 
2-3  Council Weekend 

 
 
    

 
 
 

Bradfield YFC, Meetings  
  
May  
   
11 Senior Night (Float Building)  
 Milehouse Farm 7.30 pm 
18 Final Show Prep    
 Milehouse Farm 7.30 pm  
21 YFC COUNTY RALLY    
25 Sport and BBQ    
 Bradfield VH  

¦ƴŘŜǊ мсΩǎ Ϫ тǇƳ  мсΩǎ ŀƴŘ hǾŜǊ Ϫ уǇƳ 

 

 

Newbury YFC, Meetings 
May 
18   Float building and show preps 7.15pm 

Fuces Farm Headley 
June  
8  Sponsored walk at Burghclere 
22  BBQ and Rounders with Shefford at 

Shefford   

 
 

 

 
 

If you are interested in joining us and 
having some fun, please contact Andrew 

West on 07771657950 

If you are interested in joining us and having 
some fun please contact Stephen Waters on 

07960346889 

 

Shefford YFC, Meetings  
June 
1  Advisory 
8  Farm Walk at Yattendon 
22   Rounders & BBQ 
 

 

 

  
 

If you are interested in joining us and having 
some fun please contact Katherine Bunn on 

0778001120 

 

Reading YFC, Meetings 
Working on Show Classes 
 

    

If you are interested in joining us and having 
some fun please contact Tom Watts on 

07818094361 

0 

YFC Office,  The Slater Centre,  Buckner Croke Way, New Greenham Park, Newbury, Berks, RG19 6HN 
 

Tel: 01635 500 872 (mobile: 07525 004064)      email: berksyfc@btopenworld.com 


